
fciofettent had been rftwpended at his instance.
A.nd 10 little were Gen. Halleck and the Secretary
! War enli&htened aa to the true state of the facts
at they urged the President to dismiss the two

c dicers on whose information he had acted, as though
the President, aftsr he had made their opinions
his own, could honorably punish them for giv¬
ing him oouosel which he bad judged to be more
reliable than that of all his olher advisers put to¬
gether. For he acted on the udvioo of Generals
(/Ochrane and Newtoo, without thinking it neoes-

sary to take either Gen. Burnside or Gen Halleck
or the Seoretary of War ioto his confidence. The
President doubtless kaew how muoh the opinions

Gen. Halleck were w<.rth in deciding a military
(Uestion, but while the latter held tho post of Ge-
eral-in-Chief he should have been treated with the
orms of respect due to his office.
A few weeks later and Gen. Burnside resigned

his command. Gen. Hooker was appointed to suc-
jped him.the same Gen. Looker who, when
usked by the Congressional Committee on the Con¬
duct of tho War why the campaign in the Virginia
peninsula had failed, did not hesitate to ascribo
that failure "to a want of generalship in the com¬

mander." The President, haviog tried in Gen.
iBurnsido a man who had no confidence [in him¬
self, seems to have thought that it would bo wise
lo try in Gen. Hooker a man who had no confi¬
dence in any body but himself. So Gen. Hooker
".as plaocd in command of the Army of the Poto-
lac, though at that very time ho was resting un¬

der charges from Gen. Burnsido calling for his im¬
mediate dismissal from tho army of the United
States, on the ground of not having faithfully sus¬

tained hib commander in some rcccnt movements
whioh Gen. Burnside had directed. When Gen.
^pe mado representations to tho effect that he bid

i Ot been properly and loyally sustained by Gen.
itz John Porter, tho latter was subsequently re¬

lieved of his command and put on trial J whioh re¬

sulted in his dismissal from the army. When
."ueneral Burnside made similar representations
against General Hooker, and even called for
'lis summary dismissal without trial, not only
was Gen. Hooker not dismissed the service, hut
his accuser was relieved from command ; not only
was Gen. Hooker not relieved from command, but
lie was not even placed on trial; and not only was

he not placed on trial, but he received a new proof
of the confidence reposed in him by tho Adminis¬
tration. It was the accuser in this case who was

ousted from his command, while the acoused saw

promoted to take his place.
How poorly Gen. Hooker justified tho favoritism

thus shown him is read in the blocdy record of the
' attic of Chancellorsville. Crossing the Rappa-

* nnock in the opening days of May, 18G3, with
) hundred and fifty thousand men, he was do¬
ited by Gen. Lee with forty-nine thousand, and,

.ter deplorable losses, retreated across the same

river to find shelter in vhe entrenchments which
he had left hut a few days before.
Then ensued a long delay before Fredericks¬

burg.at least it would have been called so
sder General McClellan, but it was not no-

tioed under General Hooker.during which Gene-
:al Lee, finding no enemy with courage enough
jO oonfront him at that point, betook himself by
alow and easy marches to Pennsylvania, which he
invaded in the summer of 1863. In the very crisis
of this daring movement Gen. Hooker was remov¬

ed from the command of the Army of the Potomac,
the Preaident holding, it seems, that tho apo¬
thegm whioh points a moral against the expedien¬
cy of l( swapping horses while crossing a stream,"
has no application to Generals or to Cabinet officers,
hut is reserved exclusively for the benefit of a

President " situated as he is circumstanced and
circumstanced as he is situated." General Meade
¦ ok up tho batmi dropped by Gen. Hooker, and

^most worthily has he wielded it from the day when
he rcpulsci the army of Lee at Gettysburg djwn
to the present time.

EX PRESIDENT FILLMORE FOR MrCLELLAN

From the following correspondence it will be
seen that Ex-Prcrident Millard Fillmore, a
true patriot and a wise and just Prcstdcnt, has
pronounced emphatically in favor of the nominees
of tho Chicago Convention for President aud Vice
President of the United States:

Buffalo, September 28,1661.
Dear 8ih : Ynur favor i f the 2Gih hits this moment

come to hand, in which you request my permission to-pub-
.H ray letter to yon of the Gth instant
That letter, like all letter* of mine, wn intended to he
ivate; nut because it contained any sentiment which I
thed to conceal, but limply because 1 had a great nver-

l to appearing in tho newspapers; but you seemed to
ok its publication might do good to th.> conseivative
>u«e.in which I confabs I fe^l a very deep interest.and-

'I have received similar information from other sources,
I have reluctantly come to the conclusion to permit it to
be published.
| The fnct is, that I see no reasonable prospect oi a resto¬
ration of this Union.tho object nearent my heart.with¬
out* change of the avowed policy of this Administration',
and I see no prospect of changing that policy but by a

change of the Adminiatration itself Hence 1 am for a

viae, aid I look upon the election of (»ep McClrjUn as

last hop$ f r the restoration of the Union, an honorable
.ee, and the security of personul liberty ; and this yi u

»y publish to the world as my views on the pending crisis.
Jut I shall enter into no argument in supp >rt of my opin-
ioo. nor do 1 intend hereafter to depart Irom that silence
wbich I impose upon myself from an unwillingness tomin-
f'*. or a«em to mingle, in parly politics; for I do not con¬
sider mjself aa belonging to any parly, and I feel wholly
indifferent to any party success as such, and am only anxi¬

ous for the honor and welfare of my beloved but bleeding
and suffering country.

I am, in great baste, tru'y yours,
Mii.i,ahi> Fillmore.

P. IT. Churchill, E«q.
Buffalo, Sf.ptemhcr 5,1804.

Gentlemen : Please to accept my thanks for the honor
iu have done me by inviting me to be present at a ratlfi
ition meeting to ho held in Uuion Square on tho 8th in-
cant, and to address the meeting.
Whilts I shall with great pleasure cast my vote for Gen.

McClellan and Mr Pendleton,yet I regard myself as wholly
withdrawn from party contests, and therefore I attend no

political meetings, make no spetehes, and write no letters
fof publication
With my best wishes for the success of your ticket.for

on that, in my opinion, depends the salvstion of our country.
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Millard Fillmore.
Messrs. F. H. Chuichill, Henry W Allen, Samuel Board-
man, John P. Nagle, John Bailey, Jr., John H. Decker,
Committee.

Gen. Sickles has declined a nomination from the Union
party of tbe Ninth district or New York for Congress, as
M has determined to ignore politioa until after the war.

THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN.
A SECRET AND IMPORTANT CHAPTER IN THE

HISTORY OF THE WAR

Philadelphia, September 27, lb64
To Hon. Wm. D Ktlley, Philadelphia.
My Dear Sir: Our acquaintance aud all of the reia-

tiona that have ever existed between ua are confined to
two or three accidental meeting!, at ooe of which you
were pleaaed to refer to the laatiog impreaaion made upon
you when a poor boy by the kindness of my father, who
alwaya took you by the hand aod gave you cheering
friendly worda of encouragement and advice. You were

pleaaed to acknowledge to the ton the kind and valuable
influences received b^ you from the father, aud to proffer
your friendly services whenever they would be acceptable.

Under the above circumatancea you prepared for a*
and iuy frienda no ordinary aurpriae when you delibeiately
composed, delivered, and publiabed in the Preaa, of the
23d uiataut, a voluntary unprovoked attack upon me in the
following worda:

" It got out that the President waa determined to have
the aruiy moved, and it waa found that Geu. McClellan
had nn plan ; and here I may ata'e that we owe tbe Pe¬
ninsula campaign to those diatiuguisbed Senator*, Latham
ot California, and Rice of Miuut-sota, aud a brigadier in
the column of Joaeph Hooker. Geu. McClellan'* plan waa
concocted by otbera, and put into bia hands. It was
agreed on in a council of war That plan waa submitted
to the Preaident. It waa submitted in the preaenoe of|Secretary Scanton. Mtauton put them through a atrict
course of examii ation. One General, Blenker, owned
tbat he did not underatand tbe plan, but would sustain it,
as be tbougtit he had to obey the mandates of bis chi-f.
Gen. Naglee was one of those present, and Htanton ob¬
served that he had but one alar. 'Sir,' aaid Mr. Stanton,
'you have no right here!' 'I am representing Geu
Hooker,' said he. It was afterwards found out that Gen.
Naglee win absent without leave, and that fighting Joe
Huoker kuew no bing of ihe council."
Now, my dear air, this statement is simply false, and on

the part of your friend, Mr. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary
of War, maliciously false. The Peninsular campaign was
not indicated by " Senators Latham of California, and Rice
of Minnesota, and a Brigadier in tbe columa of Joaeph
Hooker," an asserted by you. Gen. Naglee was at Wash¬
ington with proper leave, and with the full knowledge of
Gea. Hooker, and was a member of the Council of War by
directiouof Gen. McClellan, to represent the division of
the urmy at Budd's Ferry, in the absence of Gen. Hooker,
who was too far removed from Wishington to be present.
And, unfortjuately for the veracity of Mr. Stanton, the
impertinent remarki you ascribe to him oould not have
been made, for there were no officers of the Council of
War eu'itled at that time to moie than one atar.
Now, Judge, you know, or ahould know, that the repu¬

tation of Mr. Stanton for truth and veracity is not above
suspicion, and that you may well believe any thing that
amy bo said regarding h s great incivility and rudeueas, f< r,
not excepting yourself, I have never seen or beard of an
officer or civi'ian who did not condemn tim for the utter
want of all the requisites of a genth man.

Ibid is not the first time Mr. Stanton has been guilty of
the most deliberate malicioua misrepresentation, and for
your grat fieation I will relate an instance that occurred
upon my ariival iu Washirgton, immediately after the con¬
clusion of " the soven days' fight," in the beginning of Ju¬
ly of 18G2, and when I was surprised to learn that during
the continuance of that desperate struggle, and during the
tim>' of dreadful suspense, whilst nothing could be heard
of Gen McClellan and his gallant army, Mr. Stanton had
every where denounced Gen. McClellan aB a traitor to hia
country and as incapable of commanding a regiment. I
learned this from a number «f the membera of Congre.is,
who wete astonished and confounded, and wh > with pain
eagerly sought from me some explanation of such extraor¬
dinary conduct.

I could render tbern no satisfaction, but reported the
circumstances to Gen. McClellan upon my ariival at bis
headquarters on the following day, tbe 8th of July. His
surprise, Judge, waa greater than mine; without uttering
a word, he turned to hia portfolio, took from it a letter,
which he placed before me, and said. " R ad that; I have
just received it from Mr. Stanton." With bis consent, I
made a copy of the letter, aud, returning to Washington,
placed it in tbe banda of those who had heard the denun¬
ciations *f Mr. Stanton, and who bad adviaed me of tbem.
Tuey desired to read it to the Senate, and to publiah tbe
outrage and tbe vindication, and they telegraphed to Gen.
McCleilau for his permission, which he declined to give
them. '1 he following is a copy of the letter :

Waii Department,
ll'ashingtun, July 5, 1362.

Mspr Gen. McCLELLAN.- Dear General: 1 Lad a talk
with Gen Marcy, and meant to have written you by him,
but I aafl called to the country, wliere Mrs. Stanton is with
her children, to see one of tbem die. I can therefore only
say, my dear Geneial, in this brief moment, that tnere is
no causa iu my heart or conduct for the cloud that wicked
men have raised between us for their own base and selfish
purposes. No man had ever a truer friend than I have
beeu to you, and shall continue to b<*. You are seldom
absent from my thoughts, and I am ready to make any sa¬
crifice to aid you. 'lime allows me to say no more than
that I pihy Almighty God to deliver you and your army
fiom all peril, aud lead you on to victory.

Yours, truly, Edwin M. Stanton.
Now, Judge, what tLink you of this man, wbo, made

Secretary of War by the r< quest aod it.l ience of Gen Mc¬
Clellan, was vilifying and abusing and uttering falsehoods
against him, and w bo could at the same time sit down and
deliberately write such a letter?
You have referred to tbe Council of War held in Wash¬

ington in Match of 18G2. Every effort has been made, in
vain, to bring tbe proceedings of that council before the
puvlic. A call was made for tbem in tbe House of Kepre-
aentatives, and waa tabled by the Republican party. A
request made by the Recorder of that Council, of Mr. Stan¬
ton, to allow him to have tbe proceedinga made up in pro¬
per form, was refuard in a moat rude and inaulting manner,
and thu papers have never been allowed to leave his pos¬
session since.
Now, Judge, for your especial benefit, I will relate the

history of that important event, thafyou may, if you will,
do justice taall concerned.

'J he Council of War consisted of
Brig. Oen f-umner, Brig. Gen. Keyes,

" McDowell, " A. Sorter,
" Franklin, * " W F Smith,
" F. J. Porter, " Barnard,
«. MrCall, " Blenker,
" lleiutzelmao, " Naglee,

each entitled to but "one star." It was called together
by order of Gen. McClellan on the night of March 7, 1HP>2,
to convene at 10 A M. on the following day.
Gen. McClellan came into tbe Council room at the hour

appointed, and, placing on the table a large map, eiplaii.ed
his proposed Peninsular Campaign, which before this t me
I believe to have been known to no one present excepting
Gen. Frauklinand probably Fitz J Porter. Upon retiring
he left upon the table, for the consideration of the council,
tbe following inquiries:

I. Whether it is advisable that tbe base of operations
¦ ball be changed, the transportation being ready at Anna
poll* in all of neit week.

II. Whether it ia better to make an advance to the front
helore changing tbe base, ahould such a change be deter¬
mined upon.
tlll Whether a forward movement, with the object of
destroying the river batteries, ia advisable, and wtien it
can be commenced, and whether tbe naval force, with the
Msi^Jance of tbe Ericsson battery, can alone accomplishthat object.

After a session of three houra the oounoil were aum-
moned t appear before the Preaident. He advised them
Ibat ho was quite unwell aod exceedingly nervoua, that tbe
pressure bad been intense against Gen. McClellan. He*
expressed himself gratified to have tbo opportunity to see

and know the officers of the army, and to be instructed by
tbem in regnrd to army matters, which were to him very
incomprehensible.

I informed him that, as Recorder of the Council of
War, which had held its session by order of Gen. McClel
Ian, I would advise him of the result of its proceedings,
and then read them to him. " What," said he, " have the
Council decided by a vote of eight to four.two to one.in
favor of the Peninsular campaign 7" He then asked many
questions in regsrd to the same, until Mr. Stanton came in,
and I proposed to read tbe proceedings to bim. He re¬

plied, "Give me the papers, I'll read them myself," and,
«iter reading them over and preparing hia notes, he, as you

Isay, " put them (Ihe council) through th«»strict course of
examination" which you refer to. This examination, made
for the purpose of neutraliting the effect of the decision

of the Council of War on the mind of the President, and
thus to carry out the object* of thoie who bed been incit¬
ing upon tbe removal of Gen. MoClellan, lasted for foar or
five hoars, during which time It waa only interrupted by
an oocaa.oual expraoion of tbe President, indicating bis
satisfaction and gratification at the many explanations of
military movements oontemplatcd, and which he had not
before been able to comprehend.

It was now getliog dark. Mr. Stanton's questions indi¬
cated approaching exhaustion, and finding there was a
silence which called for a cessation of hostilities on bis partfor the nght, Mr. Lincoln expressed himself highly grati¬fied with the interview, said he was impressed with tbe
earnestness and intelligence of the officers present, and
that he bad every confidence in them lie was now de¬
termined not to remove Qen. McClellan, as he had promis¬ed to do, but tbit ha should make his campaign, an approv¬ed by the Council cf War, under restrictions, which he
would make known on tbe following morning at ten o'clock,
when he desired tbe presence of all of tbe officers of the
council, and uut 1 alter which time he deaired that none of
them should leave the city.

Before leaving tbe President, the Recorder of the Coun¬
cil approached the Secretary and said: " If you please,Mr. fctinton, permit me to have tbe proceedings of the
Council of War, that they may be copied in a fair hand, aud
General Sumner, the President of the Council, will sign
thein, the Recorder will sign them, auJ tbey will then be
in pr.<per form." " I'm just as good a judge of the form
as you are," was the reply of your friend. Other incivili
ties have b "en at'einpted by Mr. Stanton towards mo, the
manner and result of which he has neither forgotten nor
forgivou, and whioh ho may relate to you whenever he
may feel so deposed.
On tbe following morning, at the uppoiuted hour, when

all of the officers of the Council of War had assembled,
Mr. Lincoln (aid : " I have slept better lhan for two wteks.
I f3el relieved of an immense responsibility. I have deter¬
mined upon tho following programme, which ha submitted
verbally, and which was substantially as follows:
"I will permit Gen. McClellan to ca'ry out his cam¬

paign. He ehall leave sufficient force to defend the works
brfore Washington He shall embark fil y thousaud men
from Annapolis, and then, unlr-Bs the batteries on the Po¬
tomac, which you assure me will necessarily be abaud< li¬
ed, are withdrawn^ silenced, 1 shall reserve my authorityto embark other troops." He then said, "I have deter¬
mined to diiide Gen. McClellan's army into four corps, andI shall appoiut tbe cominauders oltbem."
And afterwards he promoted the. fout officers who had op-1

posed Gen. MeCl ttan's campaign, three of uhorn Acnp-I
pointed to the command of corps, and, with the exception
of Gens Franklin and Smilh, who have been tbe subjects
of constant annoyance and indignities since, the others have
all been dismissedfrbm the army.

'J he Peninsular campaign was prQposed by Gen. Mc
Clellni whilst compaander-in-chief of the armies of the
United States, and was intended to be made with the force*
then under his command in Eastern Virginia, estimated at
over 200,000 men. It waa so accepted by tlio President,
and the movement was oommencad upon that basis. Gen.
McClellan bud scarcely left Washington to take the field, I
when the Secretary of War relieved him of all the armies I
not under hi.-, Gen McClellan's, immediate command, and
assumed command of them himself. The troops left in 1
Northeastern Virginia were placed under the command of
McDowell, Banks, Fremont, aud Sigel, each being inde¬
pendent of the other, and of Gen McClellan, aud all sub-1
ject to the order of Mr. Stanton. Whilst tho above division
of our army was taking place, the Confederates conceD- I
trated theirs, until, on the 2Ctb day of June, Gen McOlel
lan found himself before Richmond with 8T>,00U men, (in¬
cluding MoCall's division,) and was attacked by tbe con¬
centrated Confederate force of 175 000 at the vety moment
when McDowell, under protest, withdrew his assistance
from McClellan, by the orders of the President and Secre¬
tary of War.
The campaign under Qou. Grant did not commence until

the 4th of May, 16C4 That of Chancellortville, in which
the casualties of that army were estimated at thirty thou- I
sand men, and which, but for the Providential killing o' I
Stonewall Jackson, would have been annihilated, was I
planned by the President and Qen. Hooker, or, to use the I
Pre»ideut's own w ords, by " Joe and I," of which the Se-1
cretary of War and Gen. Halleck were kept profoundly
ignorant, aud was not commenced until May 2,1863; wbilit
that of the Peniusula, for tbe delay of which Oen. MoClel-
lau was so much censured, was commenced on the 2">th of
March, 1802, forty days in advance of either of the others
Why this bitter enmity and persecution of Gen Mc¬

Clellan ? Why in the beginning of Maroh was the Presi
deut pressed to death to remove him, even before he bad
made his first trial in command of the Army of the Poto¬
mac ? Why did a distinguished member of the Senate on
the 17th of March write to me :
" '1 he cry against McClellan is increasing ; every eflort

is being made to cru*h him. What potsii le chance has
Gen. AlcC ellun to mcceed when bis own G< vernment
did everything in their power to embarrass ^ib
ments and break bim down? One would think his tack
sufficiently onerous, laborious, and responsible, when,
without experience, after the first disastrous rout at Bull
Run, he reorganized the armies of tbe United States and
was prepiriiig to fight theui, without tbe additional ron
viction being forotd upon him at every step that his own
Government were deteimined to crush him."

J dge, you and I met within ten days after the dreadful
bitties before Richmond. You attacked Gen. McClellan
with a bitterne»s and fueling that ill becomes a Christian
gentleman. I then begged you not to break down Gen.
McClellan until you bad given him a fair trial, and until
you bad found a better man, and challenged you to name
a better General. I now do the same thing, and appeal
to the record of tbe past thirty months, and to the rivera
of blood that have fl.»wn siuce, to sustain what I then
asserted. I refer you to the opiaious of fore.go officers,
and I as3iire you that among th* old < fficers of tbe army
I shall be fully sustained.
Tbe preference of Gen. McClellan for the peninsula

campaign and the condemnation of the President's plan
have been fully sustained. The families and friends i f the
one hundred aud thirty thousand men lost south of the
Rapid-Ann since the 4th of May last proclaim it every
where. Mr. Stanton told the country at that time he had
a hundred thousand men rnorfc than he wanted, and now he
t«lls yon he wants a hundred thousand more men.

Gen. Grunt crossed tbo Rapid-Ann with an army va¬

riously estimated at from obo hundred and eighty thou¬
sand to............................... ...... 120,000
lie afterwa ds added Butler's 40,000
He was reinforced - 45,000

Making, exclusive of Sigel's :$0,000 205 000
On the 1st of Noptomber onr forces were eiti-

mated, exclusive of Kheridan's 30,000, at..... 50,000
Gen. Leo had on the Kapid Ann, alter bo had con¬

centrated his aruiy . 85,000
Beauregard joined him at Richmond with his

forces from tbo South, which, with those near
Petersburg, amounted to 30,000

Breckinridge brought 10 UOO
And Loe was reinforced probably 30,000

Making in all 155,000
On the 1st of September bis forces were esti¬

mated, at Richmond, at 45 0(10
Exclu*ive of Early's command 30,000
Sho s ing tho discharges and lots from Grant to be 150^)00And that of Lee to be 85,000
Judge Kelley, were the records of tbe Couneil of War

and that of "the strict course of examination" made by
Mr. Stanton, indicating tho vety difficulties and dreadful
losses Gen. Grant has lately sustainod, ever placed before
him 1 And why not? And who is responsible for tho one
hundred thousand men unnecessarily and wickedly sacri'
ficed south of the Rapid-Ann, in the ozperiment made to
provo that Gen. McClellan and the Council of War were
wrong and that the President's plan was right?

Thri army of the United States, as you fouud it at tbe
commencement of this war, was composed of a high-tonod,
intelligent, honorable, gallaut set of men, fully equal to
the contest before them; they had always studiously
avoided all political connections ; uiany of them had been
thirty years in the service of their country and had never
voted. Tbey held their country and the honor and integ¬
rity of it before every other consitfferation. Had a rule
been adopted requiring that no political subject should be
introduced into the army, but that all political rights should
be respected, and bad army officers only been held respon¬
sible for the conduct of the war, it would have terminated
long ago.
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You know, Judge, that whil.t in Washington Gen. Mc-
lellan studiously avoided all pol.tic-il assoeiat on, and to

«uch an extent that many ot hu friends of both parties
were much offended. The fir.t knowledge that I ever had
o any politicjl ambition on his part was after ho had been
retired from active service arid sent in disgrace to New
Jersey; and this was after hi, fitness for the succession
had been discovered by Mr. Lincoln, and the people bad
signified tbeir auction for him. His letters and orders
have been called political, but th^y were eminently proper
tt 1 f.ent*r0ly to th* military policy of the country.

Jliit, Ju Ige, suppose that we admit that Gen. McC'lellan
had an ambition to be President of tbe United Statai, was
it not a laudable ambition, and is there any impropriety in

j" ih" n,,t °Pen to him as well as to Mr. Lincoln,
°r Mr Fremont, or Mr. Chase, or the many others iufi
n.te y his inferior. ? go far as the objections to his mili¬
tary qu .l.ficati. ns are concerned, we have only to remind
you tti'-t, within the Inst sixty days, a confidential friend of
the President was sent to , ff.r him one of the most im¬
portant command* of the army. U,lt t is proposition wtp
Coupled with ihe mont dishonorable condition that h<i should
decline to be a candidate for the Presidency. Gen. Mcflel-
pn restrained his ind gnation and replied to tbe bearer of
the m:«fsagf, '. Go back to Washington, and say to the Pre¬
sident tor me, that when I receive my official writtea or
dt'Td h« ehull have my &0HW6r.M
Beware, Judge, of the intomper%to abuse of your politi¬

cal opponents, a* proud and loyal as you are, who would
rather soo the continent of America sink into the ocean
with nil that dwells upon it tban see our nationality de¬
stroyed; who will not endure this constant usurpation of
authority and encroachment upon their rights; and whom
you may drive into a dread'ul conflict, in which the aboli-
tionist and he negro may find themselves arrayed against
all who will unitedly sUud, hand in hand and shoulder to
shoulder, in defence of the Constitution and the fundamen¬
tal laws of tbe land. Very respectfully,

HliNKY M. NAGLEE.

THli OPERATIONS AGAINST RICHMOND.

Headquarters Ahmy of Potomac,Oct! J.
* --The lon^-prmHmi-|M*ted.and- earne.tly hoped f >r " on to
Richmond "of the Army of the Potomac has at length
keen commenced, and the progress made on the right Car¬
rie. us within about six miles of that .devoted city, while
our left bos been flung around and now ilioks Petersburg
on the ^e'st, appnEtching to within a short distance of the
Soutbside railroad.

This move was initiated by the Tenth Corps, which had
b en . ccupjing the front against Petersburg, on tbe south
side of the Appomattox, quietly withdrawing from its po.
sition and moving on Wednesday night last, under cover of
darkne.., to the north side of tbe James riv-r at Dsep
Bottom, the Eigbteenih Corps having niearm bile crossed
at Biker s Landing. After crossing the rivjr the Teoth
Corps, Major Goq. Birney commanding, moved up the
New Markt-t road, and the Eighteei th up the Varina r.iad
intending to form a junction where these roads intersect
in front of the reb< 1 works, about seven miles from Rich¬
mond, where they would form a line of battle, w.th t*e
Eighteenth Corps en tbo left and the Tenth C..'rr. on the
right Kauti's caval.y division, who also bad a part to
perform in the grand drama about to be enaoted, after
scouring the country in front of th* two corps, took i ts po-
""on on ,ho '« f[ »"d moved forward along the Dar-
bytown road, thus effectually providing against any possl-
bility of asort.e and flmk attack on that side, while the
right Asm wa i equally well protected by the gunboats and
the river.

Nothing opposed the onward movement of this force
until they w. re about entering the pine woods on the north
side of the Aiken's farm, when their skirmishers or ad¬
vance guard met the rebel pickets. These formed but a

.light obstruction, being speedily driven back and indnCed
to reek shelt-r behind the front line of rebel work*, which
commence at the river on Drury's Bluff and run north
wardly some three miles, when they bear westward y no il
tbey connect with tbo l.ne which forms the northern de
fences of Richmond.
Tbe portion of this line nearest the river and iu front of

the Eighteenth Co.ps is described as b .ing very ¦irong,
with four redoubts at appropriate intervals and defended
by a small f. rce well provided with artillery of various
calibre. 1 hat portion in front of tho Eighteenth Corps
was nothing more than rifle-pit,, defended only by infantry
but these were in pretty strong force, and the rebels no
doubt tuppi sed them efficient for any emergency likely
to occur.
About eight o'clock yesterday morning the Eighteenth

Corps having approached to within about half a mile of
the robel work emerged from tho woods and charged
aero. a field. I ho fir-t division, which wan in tho centre,
¦nooeeded in driving the rebels (rum a portion of the-
works in th. ir front, and not only captured the works, but
took sixteen guns from the enemy, fivo of whieh were

heavy siege gun.. Thi. divi.ion also si.ffeied severely in
killed and wounded; losing in tbe aggregate about five
hundred men killed, wounded, nn.l missing. 'Jhe aeeond
diviron of tho Eigbteenih Corp., which whs on the left
near the Jame. river, also charged upon and succeeded in
carrymg the works, but found it impracticable to hold all
tbe lines, as that nearest the river was exposed to an en
Blading tire from the rebel gunboats a. we I as to
the tire of tbe .econd line of the enemy', works to
which tbeir diaeomfitted force, bad withdrawn After
gallantly striving for several hours to maintain tbeir posi
lion, their Ut wa, compelled to withdraw from that por."
tion ol the line nearest tho river, where they fell back to
the wood* forming an angle with their right, which con¬
tinued to occupy the works tbey had captured.'

At the angle where the two portions of the seco-d divi-
.ion joined, our army held one side of a redoubt and the
rebels the opposite side, and the men on neither side dared
.h.iw their heads above the parapets, lest they should be¬
come victim, to the accurate aim of the enemy or. the op
p, site .ide. Tbey still continued to occupy thi. position,
and both parties are uuwi.l.ng to abandou iho work with¬
out another contest, which may be expected at any mo
ment.

While the Eighteenth Corps were performing the feat*
we h-ve mentioned Gen. Payne's negro division of the
1 euth Corps moved up tbe New Market road, and b.tween
y and If o'clock charged on the enemy's rifle-pit. on the
right of the ktgllteenth Corps with bayonets, and .ucceeded
in carrying the work., but not without a heavy l».a to
them.elve*. Geo. Terrill's divi.ion of the Eighteenth

Corpj o*xt c*rr.»d tod worm on urn ngut ol the aegroes.thru giving us the entire outer line of rebel defence* oO
this aide of Richmond. On tbe left of the Teutb CorpsFoster's division came up rapidly'and charged twioe on the
aecoi.d line of rebel works, but did not succeed in effectinga lodgment within them; though they maintained tbe
position they bad gained on the first line,
1 he result of thia fighting may be summed up in tbe

statement that we gained poasesaion of the enemy's outer
line of works from about a mile and a half from the river
opposite Drury'a bluff to a point on the Central road near
Iy due nor beast from there, while Kautz's cavalry division
penetrated along the Central road to within two miles of
Richmond.
The object of tbe cavalry reoonnoisa&nce was to ascer¬

tain the rebel strength, and it is said that they found the
rebel lines defended by an adequate force. On the rightof tbe Eighteenth Corps, where the second division was
compelled to retire from tbe rebel worki, tbe rebel gun¬
boats were brought into requisition, and operated effective¬
ly to protect fht-ir line against our assault.
The third division of the Eighteenth Corps, which hitd

the right of that corps, charging and succeeded in carrying
the rifle-pita of the rebels' outer line in their front with
but little loss to themselves.
The heaviest loss incurred wan in the second division of

the E'gh eenth Corps, and in Pajne's negro division of
the Tenth Corps. This latter division charged half a mile
across ail open field without firing n shot, and carried the
rebel works at the point of the bayonet. As %vas to have
been expected fnm the fact that they were so long ex
posed to the rebel fire, th ir Iobh was very heavy, and a

large number of tlioir deud are still lying on the field
to day.
The aggregate loss in the Tenth Corps is between 1,000

and 1,'20U, aud in the Eighteenth between 800 and 1,000
in killed, wounded,'and missing. Of this number about
-200 were captured, 800 wounded, (i00 killed, and the re¬
mainder not yet accounted for.

Itehind the woiks captured the enemy have two very
strong lines.defended by double rows of abattin, and mount¬
ed with heavy gum, trie capture of which, if attempted,
will require a long and arduous siege, and be attended no
doubt with an immense sacrifice of life. Still, from the
present disposition of our forces, it would seem that even
these difficulties are not regarded as insurmountable, or as

being an inHupcrable obstacle against tbe approach of our

troops.

OPERATIONS of the lfjft wino.

In the Fiki.u Befork Petersburg.
October J, 1S04

The portion of the army to whieh I have recently been
attached, the left wing, had, pursuant to orders, b en io
readiness for several days to move against fhe enemy's
woiks when the auspicious moment should arrive; in
other words, when tlie troops which hail crossed the James
had made the initiative attack. A reconnoissatice on our
front, in the direction of the SoutLside railroad, was made
yesterday by Gregg'a cavalry, which developed the fict
that "ho eneuiy's picket posU were on the Vauglnn road,
their headquarters being at a little chapel known as PoplarSpr ug Church ; lurth-r, that they had blockaded th- roaif
a short distance beyoid the c hurch at a point where it
passed through a npecies of bayou.
To day, about noon, our enure attacking force moved

from the work* of the Filth Corp* and approached the
enemy's position by diflf r> nt roads, the greater portion of
our line being obliged to s*ing around some mile* to the
lelt in order to ev*de the Hwamps on our right front. The
Only troops engaged were a portion of those which moved
along the Vaughan toad, comprising the Sixteenth Michi¬
gan, the Forty-fourth New York, and the One hundred and
eighteenth Pennsylvania, under command of Col. Gwynn,
of the latter regiment. T-e division to which tbey were
atmched, Gen. Ayres, fi und the enemy rather nearer our
lines than they had been discovered by Gregg, b it in small
force only. They were quickly driven back, following the
road until, they had passed the bayou of which I have
spoken, when they passed to the right through an open
country, where our attacking party arrived
Here it was discovered that through this open npneetheenemy's works were thrown up. As they were built pa¬rallel with the road, it became necessary to change the

front of our lorce so that it would face tbe position. Th s
was quickly done, the enemy shelling them meanwhile
from thiee or four small guns; then, witn a cheer, away
weiit our b>ys towards their adversaries' stronghold. A
dout>le-quick of ab out one quarter of a mile, a L*ap across
the ditcu of the works, and t. ey were ours.

lu thia fight our Iofs has been small.four killed and
about oue bu»dred and twenty wounded. Col Welch, of
the Sixteenth Mich gun, whs killed, and the Msjor of the
regiment, Partridgo, was badly wounded just as the charge
for the winkH c miaen.-cd, Tbe ecemy lost along line
of works, two forts, two piece* of artillery, and ab >ut as
many men *s we did. We captured about fifty prisoners,all dismounted cavalry. It i« evident that theeuemy were
bold ng tuis line with a very slim guard.

o

AN ATTACK ON OUR LEFT.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October ii, (Sunday )

The enemy attacked Gen. Ayer's division yest rday morn¬
ing, and were repulsed with heavy loss. This was the
only fighting which took place on the left yesterday, with
the exception of aa attack by Hampton's cavalry on Gen.
Gregg, on tbe Vaughn road The enemy were driven b ck
with considerable lo<s and some pii oners. Our loss wis

very si ght The en«my is now strongly entrenched and
a battle may occur at any moment
Our loss in Friday's fight is not yet definitely ascertained,

but will not vary much from w hat was stated in yesterday's
letter. The cm-my claim to have captured a number of
prisoners from tbe Ninth Corps on that day. Our troops
took some thirty prisoners yesterday, among whom is a

lieutenant beloi ging to Gen. H iribhm's stuff
A heavy r*ln his prevailed all day, and hindered move¬

ments to a considerable extent.

HIE ENEMY HAVE FALLEN HACK TO TIIFJR
MAIN LINE OF WORKS.

llr.AUMl Alt n-.RH AltMY (IK TH«S Potomac,
October 2, IWl.bvening.

N'o fighting hat occurred on this line to-day. The euetny
fell bfck tLit morning to their main line of works, which
runs from the Lead Works to the Southsnle road, or near
it. This position is a very strong one, and cannot easily be
carried.
A division of fhe Second Corps advanced to the Boynton

road, over which the euemy wagon their supplies to Peters¬
burg. Two lines of works were found unoccupied, only a

skitmish line oppos ng tbe advariee, and falling back as our

troops went forward. Near the Boyuton road very for¬
midable woiks were found, behind which the enemy were

pes ed in heavy force. It was not deemed advisable to
attack, and tbey fell back and occupy a nate position. '1 hey
lost a few wounded in tbe advance.
Our loss on Fndsy wax greater than at lirst stated. The

total in killed, wounded, and prisoners will foot up not far
from two thousand, more than half of whom were taken
prisou.'rs. This occurred in consequence of a gap being
lelt between a part of the Ninth and Fifth Corps, through
which the enemy charged and flanked the second division
of tho Ninth Corps,

THE REBELS IN MISSOURI

Great Ercitemnit Canted by the R<btf Invasion.
Military B/uiuUr.Rdel Movements, di'C.

CoTTffpondtnit of the New York Tribune.
St. Loum, Ski'TEMBlr 29, 1804,

Price's invasion hi* created a tremendous excitement
in this ciiy, cau«ed by an apprehension that tbe rebels
mean toff'iik all our forces in the field it thoy can and make
a dai>h on St Louis. 1 he city is by no means in a state of
sege; pei p'e come and go ns usual; the railrosds to the
East arrive and depart regularly ; tbe steamboats tbe same,
and no stranger is molested or made afr&d on the street.
Even the militia guards, which in former times demanded
your pass or certificate of exemption on tbe corners, have
not made their appearance. But business is suspended,
all stores closed, and organixation of companies anik regi¬
ments progressing rapidly. There are several thousand
militia at C>.rnp f"heridau. (site ofthe formerCamp Jackeon.)
a battery of artillery is frowning upon Lucas square in the
city, tbe fife and drum is heard every where, and tbe teener
nt headquarters are busy. All there indicate sometbio*
unusual, aud amoug those who know noibirig of tbe real
situation there Is really considerable alarm.

Lu*t* j plenty ot good evidence uai ma rebels tu»e
proxoUed thetaielve# a dash into the city. All their move
ments since they arrived east of Pilot Kaob bave been
directed to galting between tbe city and Gen. A. J Smith's
forces at De Soto. They tore up the iron Mouatam rail
road and burned tbe South Big river bridge on Tueaday,
aod tbea attacked our forces at Mineral Poiut. Woiie
these demonstrations were iu prioress, we sudenly bear
that three thousand rebel cavalry have reached itichwood,
a small towa iu Frankin county, a few miles directly west
of De Soto. Tbe latter place having becoireour principal
military station alter tbe withdrawal from Mineral Pojnt,
it was (eared this morning that the uext move ol the rebel*
would be to strike the Iron Mountain railroad north ol De
Sotn, and tbeu continue their march toward CaroriJelot
But the report now cm rent i9 that they bave atru k tbe
Southwest Branch railroad near St Clair, aud are a mmg
to destroy tbu taflroad bridge over the Meramee at Mosolle.
But Prioe has evidently intended to try a dash into our

city, if the chances favor it. The time when such a dash
might h'lVrt been successlul has passed, and Prico will now
try and capture Rulla, where Geu. John McNeill com¬
mands, at tie same time keeping up his attack on Pilot
Knob.
Oau Ewttig continued to hold out at Pilot Kn>>b at last

accounts against overwhelming odds. All his forces are in
tbe fort, tin the Arcadia road, while the rebels hi.Id the
towu. They were very indignaut because tbey found no
military stores iu the place, and revenged themselves con
aequently upon the hapless inhabitants. The fort held by
Q. u. Ewing mounts four columbiads, (im pounders, and six
light Geld pieces. It ia well supplied with provisions,
ammunition, and wuter for a long siege, but the rebels bave
occupied Shepherd's Mountain,only one miledistant, which
completely commands the inside of the fort, and tbey bave
got several pieces of artillery into position already. The
last report direct from Pilot Knob was to hall-past twelve
o'clock on l'cesday, when the rebels were shelling thefurt
quite vigorously; but Gen. Ewing's losses wore light
Parties who left the Big Kiver Bridge yesterday state that
heavy Ciuinonading was beard as late as elevan o'clock
yesterday. Under a full knowledge of the situation, sev¬
eral members of Gen Ewing's stiff, who remain in the
cily, think that it is highly probable the General lies been
forced ere this to surrender [lie abandoned the fort and
escaped to Harrison Station, w here, at the latest accounts,
he was closely besieged ]
By one of those unacc-nintabio errors which now and

then occur in milit»ry management, an order equivalent
to an evacuation ol Pilot Knob was given too late Gen.
Ewing's first instructions were to hold the position. Know¬
ing the dangets that soon environed h in, he asked for au'

tbority to abandon the place in a certain emergency. This
request was bandied about be'.ween Gens. Smith aud
ltosecr&os until it was too lata. When the matter wn»
fi ially referred bick to Gen Ewing with ,instruct! >ns to
use his discretion, he immediately commenced the prepa-
rations to retire. All his c mmissary and quarterma»ter
¦tores were loaded in three trains of cars, aud the who a

placed iu charge of Capt. II. Gtrveus, Ewing's quarter¬
master. Capt. Garvens brought i If the trains sufrrly, but
hardly crossed the South Big river bridge fire minutes ere
the rebels appeared and applied tbe torch. A telegraph < pe-
rator smuggled out of Pilot Knob on Tuesday P M., and
he is the last person hnown to have left the place. Tbe
rebels have entire possession of the railroad from Pilot
Knob to the Houth Big Kiver bridge.
A fight at Mineral Point, on the railroad, took place oa

Tuesday afternoon. A brigade of Gen. Smith's corps was
attacked by the rebels. The attack was repulsed, but our
forces subsequently withdrew to the North Big It ver
bridge. '1 ho rebel loss was nearly fifty, our loss butsrven.
The attack was by cavalry. Indeed all their movements
thus far have been made by cavalry. The on'y infantry
accompanying Prioe is used as an escort to a wagon train
carrying supplies for the army.
The rebels bave captured Putosi, one of the oldest set¬

tlements in the State aud the county seat of Washington
county. The attacking force numbered nearly sir hun¬
dred, to res st whom there were thirty soldiers and one
hundred and thirty armed citizens. The latter tl.id alfcr
the first fire, and tbe soldiers, save three, were captured
and killed by the rebels. Tbe county records and a targe
amount of valuable private property fell a victim to this
rebel". .

Decidedly tbe most horrible affair that has been record¬
ed for many y ars is tbe atrocious msssicre of soldiera
itntl citizens on tbe North Missouri railroad, at and -jrar
Centralia, by a gsng of bushwhackers under the infamous
Bill And-rson, whoso cruelti-s upon Union men in Carroll,
B tone, Howard, and other couuties, have been heretofore
mentioned. This time Anderson even eclipsed the butcher
Quantrell. His gang numbered about one hundred and
g-venty-five men. Tbey had been cbased out of Monroe
county, and suddenly made their appearance at Cent alia,
on thj> North Miss< uri railroad. Tbe postmaster at Mexico,
the next station, Mr. Jt fl.ies, furnishes an account of what
followed He says:
" fha citizens at first took them for the State militia.

Shortly alter their arrival a gravel c instruction train cauie
along, which was seizol and stopped A few minutes
lutt-r tbe pn*seng$r train from St Louis arrived, which
they also tuim diately seized. Three civilians, who made
some resistance, were shot iu the cars, and either killed
or wounded, and wee left onboard The other passen
gei s. including between thirty aud forty soldiers, w«-re all
ordered out ot th« cars an 1 plundered of all their moneyand va'u bles. As soon as th* stripping wis completedthe vile miscreants comuieuced firing upon their .captives,
the unarmed soldiers, some of whom attempted to esoape
by running into th» h >use< and out into the fields, but were
pursued and shot down ke wild game. Twenty-four ot
h se soldiers were thin butchered, seven of whom were
of tbe hirst Iowa ctvalry, stationed at Mexieo, and ten ol
whom were discharged soldiers, veterans returning to
their homes from Atlanta, after a faith'ul three- y a<-s and
four months' service in the cause of their country, 'the fon»
months being extra service, generously given by them to
the Government After these men were thus hunt-d and
sh t down their bodies were beaten, their heads cut of or
backed with swords, and every possible indignity inflicted
upon them Mr Koland. express agent at Centia'ii, was
also Milling the killed 'I he murderous work hsvmg beeu
accom lisbed, the torch was applied t<> the depot, aod the
train, containing the three wounded civilians, was fired
and started on its way up the rood. It ran about s;i mile*
when it stopped and was slowly consumed

' The baud then passed on, and in about one hour was
followed by Msjor Johnson aud bis command Twjoi
three miles beyond Centralia, in Boone county, on the
farm of a Mr Knllenweider, of this city, Anderson hid
his men in tbe bushes, and awaited his pursuers. Ma]oi
Johnson appr< aching the ambush, was fired iipou Ho
immediately withdrew his command, dismounting thens,
and lormed in l.ne ol b*tt e. At this mom-nt the gu-*rnl
Ins bur-t from their biding place with fi*rce yells and
rapid finng. M j r Johnson's horses took fright sod left
hull and hm men to wag* tbe unequal contest on foot
They had delivered but one volley when the guerrillas
were upon them, shooting, hacking, and slaying to the
right and left. The militia made no stai d, scaiored and
fl^l in all directions. Kuhty-six of their nnu.ber. i ielu ling
Major Johnson, were killed in the very field w >ere they
di-mouiited. Ten others were found dead in the prairie
t ward Centralia. Out of the whole command of about
one hundred snt fifty men, twenty-five were all itaut up
to our latest advices had escaped "

The end Is not yet. It ia war to the knife. Price's
friends have raised the black flag.let them ab de the is-
me.the consequences are fearful.blood will flow like
water, but flow it must.

POSITION OF GEN. CASS.

From the beginning of tho accession movement
in the S^uth, and daring the whole course of the
war, it ia known that the venerable Gen Cass has
moat zealously sustained the cause ot tho Govern¬
ment ngjainst its armed enemies. It having >jenrepresented that this distinguished statesman had
declared his intention to vote for Mr. Lincoln at
the ciming election, wo take pleuW m reproduc¬
ing the subjoined letter, which sulhcicntly disposes
of this unfounded rumor:

DfcTHOIT. Septemhtr 28,1?W4.
Df \R S'R; Tba it*t0 of my health has confined ma

ti» tbe house for some months, and prevents me from ac¬

cept mg your invitation to attood the meeting this eveuing
at the McClellan Clul^of the First Ward But I avail
uj) self of this opportunity to say that I approve the nomi-

uatwn of Gen. McClellan. and shall vota lor him at tha
next Preii ential election if able to attend the polls.
Wishing that success may reward your exertions.

I am, dear sir* respeotfully yours.
W. 9i Biddls, Esq. LEW. C48S-


